The RAF Laarbruch Museum based at Weeze Airport in
North West Germany, near the Dutch border, is going from
strength to strength and it has recently been extended
to facilitate the many recent donations of historical
memorabilia.

It has been over a decade since RAF Laarbruch finally
closed its doors for business after 45 years or so. The
museum has been subsequently set up to acknowledge
this extraordinary service, to commemorate the friendship
between RAF Laarbruch personnel and the local
community and to showcase a fascinating collection of
RAF artefacts that celebrate the Royal Air force's heyday
. in Germany.

The RAF museum is housed in the base’s former St Peter's Church with interesting and
nostalgic items being donated on a regular basis. Visitors can peruse the many glass cabinets
filled with an impressive collection of uniforms, helmets, trophies, pictures and certificates.

The museum also boasts a stain glass window that was formerly situated in St Peter's Church

7 and has now been returned back
to its rightful home. Another stain
glass window features the names
of the aircrew killed in the Gulf
War as a permanent memorial to
them.

Taking pride of place at the
centre of the museum is the
‘Fahnenband’ Banner which was
presented to 16 Squadron, together will all the German Squadrons, at the end of the Cold
War by the German Bundesprasident. There are also aircraft models, ejector seats, and
the last ensign and union flag flown at Laarbruch.

More recently, the museum has inherited two very impressive cockpits. A delighted
museum Vice President, Sqn Ldr Rod Hawkins MBE RAF (Retd), former navigator with 40 years of service said “We've also managed to get
a Bloodhound Missile from the Tactical Leadership [E AR T
Programme in Belgium and a Soviet ZPU 2 Weapon System A
taken from Iraq which was brought back as a war trophy.
We're still trying to obtain a Gate Guard Surplus Aircraft, a Il
Sqgn Jaguar aircraft from the Defence College of Aeronautical
Engineering, Cosford and are searching for two Wilkinson
Swords of Peace awarded to RAF Laarbruch. But we're
feeling quite confident”.

One of the 8 RAF Officers that built the airfield, Brian
Raper paid a visit recently and brought along with him the
original plans of the airfield along with some photos. Rod
said “Brian’s visit was a great surprise and-he spent over
three hours looking around. It was great to get hold of such
important and interesting documents”.
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